
Wednesday, May 17, 2017

To all band students and parents who will graduate 2019 through 2023,

The Uintah HS Band has been invited to perform in France June of 2019, for the 75th 
anniversary of D-Day.  You are the students that we would like to have join us for this event.  At 
this time I am just trying to figure out if there is enough interest that we should proceed.  If we go 
we will be one of only 5 bands in the US invited to participate at these events.  On this letter I 
am including several bits of information.  Once you have read and discussed the event please 
take a few minutes to complete the survey list at uintahband.net.  If you have any questions you 
may direct them to Mr. Gibson at gibson@uintahband.net.  

Thanks for your time,

Brian Gibson
Director of Bands Uintah High 
School

To the right is the official 
invitation letter that we 
received.  I know it is hard to 
read, but I thought you might 
like to see it.

The base cost of the trip is 
$1647 per traveler.  This 
includes 6 nights of Hotel, all 
bussing, 6 breakfasts, 6 
dinners, all entrance fees, 
Guided tour, Louvre and Eiffel 
Tower admissions, all tips, and 
liability insurance.

Air Fare is not included in this 
and based on today’s rates 
would be about $1700.  

This would put the total at 
about $3350 per person.  My 
experience is that it is always 
more than we expect.  So I 
would like to plan $3400 ea.

	

March	28,	2017	

Mr.	Brian	Gibson	

Uintah	High	School	Band	

Vernal,	UT	

Dear	Brian:	

	

June	6,	1944;	forever	known	as	“D-Day”,	marked	the	Allied	invasion	of	German	occupied	France	and	

the	beginning	of	the	Liberation	of	Europe	from	Nazi	tyranny.		

	

In	June	of	2019,	seventy-five	years	later,	the	“D-Day	Anniversary	Parade”	and	“International	Salute	

to	Liberation”	will	commemorate	WWII	and	75	years	of	Liberation,	while	saluting	America’s	war	

veterans,	and	our	active	military	men	and	women	and	their	families.	These	officially	recognized	

events	will	feature	America's	outstanding	performing	ensembles	and	JROTC	Units	and	music	

ensembles	from	throughout	Europe	in	an	unforgettable	and	historic	tribute.		

	

On	behalf	of	Historic	Programs	and	the	D-Day	Parade	Committee	we	congratulate	the		Uintah	High	
School	Band	for	your	invitation	as	an	official	musical	unit	of	the	2019	D-Day	events	and	an	official	

representative	of	The	United	States	in	Normandy	France	in	June	of	2019.	Recently	all	military	

support	for	many	national	and	international	commemorative	events	has	been	eliminated	making	it	

necessary	to	find	high	quality	high	school	bands	and	choirs	for	these	official	events.		This	invitation	
is	based	on	your	past	performance	during	the	Pearl	Harbor	Commemoration	events.		The	Uintah	
H.S.	Band	has	our	highest	respect	for	your	professionalism	and	dedication	to	our	veterans.	
	

The	Parade	will	step	off	on	the	actual	anniversary	day,	June	6,	2019	in	the	French	village	of	Sainte-

Mere-Eglise,	the	first	village	to	be	liberated	by	American	troops.	The	parade	will	feature	active	and	

retired	military	personnel,	music	ensembles,	cultural	and	civic	groups.	In	addition	to	the	parade,	
Historic	Programs	will	present	two	official	public	ceremonies,	which	will	take	place	at	the	St.	James	

American	Cemetery	on	June	5
th
,	and	at	the	Normandy	American	Cemetery	on	June	7th.	It	is	

anticipated	that	the	Uintah	Point	Band	will	perform	official	ceremonial	music	at	both	ceremonies	

and	will	join	in	a	combined	performance	to	memorialize	all	those	who	were	laid	to	rest	on	the	

beaches	of	Normandy.		

	

Congratulations	on	your	invitation.		We	look	forward	to	having	your	outstanding	band	join	us	in	

Normandy	in	June	2019.		

	

Sincerely,		

Earl T Hurrey 
Earl	Hurrey	

MGySgt	USMC	(ret)	

Military	and	Veterans	Liaison	

Historic	Programs	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

 

7255	E.	Hampton	Ave.		

Ste	127,		Mesa,	AZ			

852009-3313	

800-626-8590	

historicprograms.org	

	

http://uintahband.net
mailto:gibson@uintahband.net


Below is a sample itinerary for the trip.  This will not be exact, but in the past it has been very 
close.  There is an additional option of a 3 night extension to London for an additional $1,000 
ea. This would also include a performance in England.  The extension price includes 
transportation to London from Paris via Eurostar train.  

 Monday, June 3, 2019: 
 
§ Depart from the USA.  Travel overnight to France  

 
Tuesday, June 4 
 
§ Arrival into Paris, Charles De Gaulle Airport.  Meet your tour 

manager at baggage claim.  Retrieve your luggage, clear 
customs and board your private motor coach.  Depart for 
Normandy 

§ Early afternoon arrival in Normandy.  Check into your hotel  
§ Visit to Arromanches, and enjoy the D-Day 360 Museum and 

film “in the round.” 
§ Return to the hotel for dinner and overnight  

 
Wednesday, June 5 
 
§ Breakfast provided at the hotel 
§ Morning transfer to the American Cemetery at Brittany   
§ Performance and Ceremony at the Cemetery in honor of 

the American veterans of WWII  
§ Transfer to Mont St. Michel for a tour of this one-of-a-kind 

medieval town and fortress abbey 
§ Lunch on own  
§ Return to your hotel for and enjoy the evening at leisure  
§ Dinner in at the hotel 
 
Thursday, June 6 - D-day Anniversary 
 
§ Breakfast provided  
§ Tour other D-Day Sites including Pointe du Hoc and Utah 

Beach 
§ Transfer to St. Mere Eglise to tour the town and prepare for 

the D-Day Memorial Parade 
§ Perform as part of the Musical Salute to Liberation in the 

town square of St. Mere Eglise 
§ Lunch on own 
§ Afternoon D-Day Memorial Parade Commemorating the 

75th Anniversary of D-Day 
§ Post parade picnic dinner 
§ Return to the hotel for overnight 
 
 
 

Friday, June 7 
 
§ Breakfast provided 
§ Morning transfer to the American Cemetery at Omaha 

Beach   
§ Performance and Ceremony at the Cemetery in honor of 

the American veterans of WWII  
§ Depart for Paris (approximately 4 hour drive) 
§ Upon arrival in Paris, enjoy dinner in the Latin Quarter 
§ Check in to your hotel – and overnight at the hotel 
 
Saturday, June 8 
 
§ Breakfast provided 
§ Morning visit to the Eiffel Tower (a ticket will be provided to 

the second level observatory) 
§ Lunch on own 
§ Afternoon guided tour of the city including Notre Dame, 

Champs Elysees, Arch de Triomphe, Opera, and 
Montmartre 

§ Dinner and evening in Montmartre 
§ Return to the hotel for overnight 
 
Sunday, June 9 
 
§ Breakfast provided 
§ Visit to the Louvre Museum 
§ Performance at Luxembourg Gardens in Paris 
§ Afternoon for optional sightseeing and souvenir shopping in 

Paris 
§ Farewell Dinner in Paris 
§ Overnight in the hotel 
 
Monday, June 10 
 
§ Breakfast provided 
§ Morning departure for the airport, Charles de Gaulle 
§ Depart for home on your scheduled airline 
§ Arrival home 
 
 
 

2019 SAMPLE TOUR SCHEDULE  

HISTORIC PARADES – (800) 626-8590 – www.ddayparade.org 


